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within the meaning of Title 18, sections 793 
and 794, of the US Code, as amended. Its 
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TO THE FBIS TRENDS IN COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA OF 18 FEBRUARY 1971 
Page 6, paragraph one under the heading "Hanoi Warns of Action 
Against DRV; Thuy Also Sees Thrent to PRC," line 14 should 


rend: x x x the President's press conference in remarking that 
"the U.S. evil desien x X Xx, 
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TOPICS AND EVENTS GIVEN MAJOR ATTENTION 8 ~ 14 FEBRUARY 1971 


Moscow (3807 items) Peking (3178 items) 
Indochina (17%) 16% Tndovhina (47%) 
CPSU 2hth Congress (1%) 10% [Sihanouk in DRV (~+) 
in March [PRC Government (=~) 
Seabed Treaty (-—) 9% Stateiwent, 12 Feb. 
Luna 17 & Lunakhod (3%) 6% [DRV Economic (--) 
China (5%) 4% Delegation in PRC 
Middle East (1%) 3% [PRC Foreign Ministry  (--) 
Polish Party Plenum (0.1%) 1% Statement, 8 Feb. 
Apollo 14 (0.1%) 1% Domestic Issues (20%) 
DPRK Army Day (4%) 
PRC-Nigeria Relations (-~) 
Established 


These: statistics are based on the voicecast. commentary output of the Moscow and 
Peking domestic and international radio services. The term “commentary” is used 
to denote the lengthy !tem—radio talk, speech, press article or editorial, govern- 
rnent or party statement, or diplomatic note. Items of extensive reportage are 
counted as commentaries. 


Figures Jn parentheses indicate volume of comment during the preceding week. 


Topics and events given major attention in terms of volume are no‘ always 
discussed in the body of ‘;e Trends. Some may have been covered in prio: issues; 
in other cases the propaganda content may be routine or of minor significance. 
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INDOCHINA 


Following the 10 February PRG and DRV Government statements 

Ge protesting the launching cf the allied operation in Laos, 

, routine Hanoi and Front propaganda pictures repeated setbacks 
deait the operation by attacks from the "Laotian patriotic armed 
forces." Hanoi's cortinued warnings that the United States may 
also take new action agninst the DRV are climaxed by Xuan Thuy's 
charge at the 18 February session that President Nixon's remarks 
at his press conference the day before "showed that the United 
States is leaving the door open for further acts of aggression 
against the DRV." 


z Xuan Thuy's statement was also striking for the unique assertion 
Fi that China as well as the DRV is threatened by the operation in 
Laos, the U.S. buildup near the DMZ, air strikes against the DRV, 
and an increased number of carriers in the Tonkin Gulf. While 
Thuy's remark may simply be a response to the charge in the PRC 
Government statement of the 12th that the Laos incursion is ‘'s 
grave menace to China," it is notable for being the first North 
Vietnamese reference to the PRC's security interests and for its 
: timing in the wake of the President's reiteration of U.S. 
“ assurances that there is no threat to China. 


fs The PRC Government statement on the 12th has been followed by 
Pn extensive Peking propaganda, incluadiang reports of widespread 

rallies reaffirming support for the Indochinese. But while the 
statement links the PRC's security to military developments in 
Indochina for the first time in recent years, it does not indicate 
any chrnge in Peking's response: The statement and supporting 
propaganda pledge in standard terms to provide "rear area" support 

: and express confidence that the Indochinese can cope with the 
situation themselves. 


Moscow continues to react with caution to the Laotian developments 
and has not issued a formal protest against the allied action in 
Laos. The first Soviet reaction to the President's press conference 
is a highly selective TASS report which says his replies confirmed 
that the United States was indeed the organizer of the intrusion 
into Laos. TASS also says the President "made direct threats" 
against the DRV, but it does not elaborate on the "threats" and 
ignores the President's replies to questions speculating on a 
possible ARVN incursion into the DRV. 


COMMUNISTS CLAIM SUCCESS IN SOUTHERN LAOS, QUANG TRI PROVINCE 


LAOS Vietnamese and Laotian comuunist media claim repeated successes 
for the "Laotian patriotic armed forces" following the 
8 February launching of the South Vietnamese operation Lam Son 719 
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i into the southern Laotilen province of Savannaokhet. The propaganda 


lists downings of allied aircraft, the "decimation" of landing 
troops, and ambushes of ARVN columns. According to a 14 February 
communique (labeled No. 1) of the command of the Lao "liberation 
army," carried by Lao and Vietnamese media that day, the 
insurgents in Savannakhet reportedly "put out of action" more 
than 1.500 U.S. and Saigon troops, including two battalions and 
: five com, 1icies; shot down 89 aircraft, mcstly helicopters; and 
ae destroyed more than 50 vehicles, half of them tarks and armored 
cars, 


The communique refers to specific actions only on the 10th and 

13th, claimiug, for example, that 42 helicopters were downed on 

the 10th. allied aircraft losses in the Laos operation were 

, reportedly brought to 92 on the llth, according to a 16 February 

2; VNA report which claimed, among other things, that more than 100 

nas Saigon paratroopers were wiped out and a helicopter and three 

els tanks destroyed when "the enemy was moving from Ban Dong to 

ss Chaki . . . in an attempt to loosen the patriots' eucirclement." 
The same VNA report describes action against Laotian Government 
forces at the western end of Highway 9, claiming that on the 

f llth a battalion of the Vientiane army's mobile regiment "vas 

virtually annihilated, with some 200 troops killed or wounded" 

when they "pushed out from Savannakhet town" and "tried to 

ae recapture Phalane.” 


+ Saigon's claims that the ARVN had taken up positions in the tow 

ee #2 of Tchepone on 10 February were directly denied in an article in 

ome the DRV army paper QUAN DOI NHAN DAN on the 15th. Ridiculing 

Western press reports that troops were in the town and repairing 
air strips, the Hanoi paper said that on the contrary, "after a 
week of armed incursion into Laos, the Saigon and U.S. troops 
are still pinned down in the border area and are being fiercely 
intercepted at Ban Dong.” 


QUANG TRI Hans: and Front media also report attacks in the 
South Vietnamese province of Quang Tri against 
allied forces supporting the Laotian operation. Daily reports 
: cite attacks on allied positions near the border and on convoys 
Te a along Highway 9, as well as the shelling of the operations 
headquarters of the I Corps area in Dong Ha. 


Propaganda on the 15th included statistics on attacks from 
30 January to 14 February egainst allied forces massing along 
Highway 9 to move into Laos. The communists claim to have killed 


fr 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040007-4 


eee , a », ; 


Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040007 -4 


CONFIDENTIAL FBIS TRENDS 
18 FEBRUARY 1971 


ee 


or wounded more than 600 U.S. and Saigon troops, shot down or 
destroyed 26 aircraft on the grdund, and destroyed or damaged 
95 military vehicles, including 38 tanks. 


Ld 


DRV ARMY PAPER, FRONT RADIO DESCRIBE ALLIED SETBACKS IN LAOS 


HANOI Following the 10 February DRV Government statement, 
the DRV army paper QUAN DOI ‘HAN DAN becomes the major 
vehicle for Hanol comment on the operations in Laos, with an 
editorial on the llth and articles on the 12th, léth, 15th, 
and léth. There is no known comment in NHAN DAN on the action 
in Laos, although the party paper discussed Cambodian action 
in an editorial. on the 13th. The QUAN DOI NHAN DAN editorial, 
endorsing the government statement, hailed allezed insurgent 
achievements throughout Indochina and went on to single out 
action along Highway 9. It claimed, among other things, that 
"a whole string of enemy logistics and fire bases, link-up 
points, and headquarters" along Highway 9 from Dong Ha to Khe 
Sanh have been assaulted by artillery or infantry, causing "a 
sharp increase in U.S. casualties" and having "the effect of a 
pair of pincers on the enemy both from behind and in front." 


In its article on the l2th the army paper stressed the importance 
of downing and destroying allied planes and military vehicles, 
noting that in southern Laos and northern South Vietnam there are 
"few lines of communications" and "the large enemy force must 
rely on aircraft, vehicles, and artillery to serve their combat 
requirements to transport troops and supplies, to bring in 
reinforcements, and to clear territory." ‘The article held 

that the attacks on planes and vehicles will weaken the allies 
and force them to thin out to protect communications lines, 
creaving "an opportunity for our armed forces to destroy the 
enemy troops in big chunks." 


The QUAN DOI NHAN DAN article on the 14th praised the "Laotian 
liberation armed forces" for their attacks on South Vietnamese 
troops, noting that the GVN forces in Laos are its "most 
seasoned mobile and strutegic reserve forces" and that "to 
attack and frighten them is tantamount to shaking the entire 
system of the puppet armed forces and to accelerating their 
decline and disintegration." 


On the 16th the urmy paper claimed that the allied move into 


Laos has met "great obstacles" in its first phase and cited 
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comment from AFP that the allies were surprised by the. strength 
of enemy ground fire and that their trvops had progressed at 

a snail's pace. Also on the 16th, Hanoi brondcast, excerpts 

of what appears to be the same AFP dispatch, noting low morale 
among U.S. pilots flying into Lavs and reporting that South 
Vietnamese troops have refused t» land in Laos. The AFP 
dispatch, dated the lLuth, reported that there had been no 
vehicles moving down Highway 9 since the 10th. 


THE FRONT Liberation Radio commentaries maintain that the 
allied operation in Laos was undertaken because. 
of the allies' defeated position and that 1t will surely fail.. 
The radio particularly praises anti-aircratt efforts in Quang 
Tri and Lacs. Ina broadcast on the llth, it also alleged 
that allied morale has been depressed by difficulties in 
supply, weather, and terrain and by high losses in aircraft 
which are essential to movement aud supply. Asserting that 
the situation has caused "the U.S.-puppet ringleaders" to admit 
that "their operation has progressed very slowly," the radio 
said that "the traitor Nguyen Cao Ky vociferously warned that 
this operation must be urgent throughout" and must be definitive 
"if it is not to be another Dien Bien Phu battle." 


Several Liberation Radio commentaries appeal to South Vietnamese 
troops to revolt or desert rather thun be sent on operations 
into Laos or Cambodia. A commentary on the llth, for example, 
stressed alleged ARVN lssses in the Laos campaign and charged. 
that President. Nixon has "covered up or distorted the facts by 
claiming that the operation in southern Laos has met no 
resistance in order t> deceive the Saigon puppet troops and 
have them die in place of the Americans.' Like other Front 
comment, the broadcast decried the rationale for the Laos 
operation as aimed at protecting the lives of American service- 
men and aiding Vietnamization. A Front radio broadcast on the 
13th, commenting it. a similar vein, claimed that "a great 
number of puppet troops sent to Laos refused to advance, so 
that the puppet commanders in Saigon complained" of the slow 
progress of the operation. 


An LPA commentary on the 145th noted that the operation is also 
"allegedly" aimed at "cutting off the supply line of the 
liberation forces" but did not specify that the "forces" are 
Vietnamese. Available Liberation Radio comment does not raise 
the question of supply lines. 
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MEDIA CITE EVIDENCE OF AMERICAN ROLE IN LAOS OPERATION 


Communist reports on the fighting in Laos have referred vaguely 
to action involving U.S. and Salgon forces, suggesting the 
presence of American ground forces in Laos. At least. one 
report, a 12 February VNA account of fighting south of Highway 9 
on the preceding day, specifically claimed that six American 
bodies were found "among the enemy corpses"#* but added no 
comment. On the other hand, comment was interjected ina 

13 February VNA roundup of "evidence" in Western press reports 
of U.S. ground forces participating in Laotian operations: 

VNA went on to observe thet "much breath has been wasted by 
both the White House and the Pentagon to deny the physical 
involvement of the United States in the brazen aggression in 
Laos." 


A Hanoi radio Vietnamese-language broadcast to the South on the 
15th ridiculed U.S. statements crediting the South Vietnamese 
with the initiative for the Laotian operation and denials. that 
U.S. infantry or advisers are involved in the Laotian fighting. 
Like VNA, the radio pointed to Western news reports for evidence 
of U.S. involvemert. It quoted UPI for the statement that the 
final decision to invade Laos was made by President Nixon and 
conveyed to President Thieu by Ambassador Berger on 3 February. 


The question of the nature of the U.S. role has also been 

brought up in reports of Congressional criticism of the operation. 
For example, VNA on the 16th cited Senator Hart as charging the 
Administration with trying to obscure the role o% American troops 
in Laos. Other critical remarks reported include those by 
Senators McGovern, Javits, and Percy. 


CAMBODIA: MAJOR ARVN LOSSES CLAIMED IN SINGLE WEEK 


Insurgent "victories" in combat against the South Vietnamese 
sweep in the Cambodian provinces of Kompong Cham and Snoul are 
hailed on 17 February in a QUAN DOI NHAN DAN editorial and a 
NHAN DAN article. VWNA's account of the editorial indicates that 


* VNA claimed that the six American bodies were found following 
action in which a Laotian "liberation army" unit "repelled 10 
attacks launched by Saigon pippet troops in the Phu Co Boc and Tam 
Luong areas (south of Highway 9), knocking out a ranger company." 
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it reviews several engagements in which major losses. were. 
allegedly inflicted on the South Vietnamese. The army paper 
claims that in action against the ARVN during the week 

4-11 February the Cambodian "liberation army" put out of action 
more than 1,800 Saigon troops, wiped out two battalions, 
"heavily decimated" five others, and "trounced three armored. 
squadrons." In addition, it alleges, 150 military vehicles 
were destroyed, including more than 120 armored cars, and 

three aircraft were shot down in the Chup and Snoul rubber 
plantation areas. 


The "brilliant victories" of the "Cambodian. patriots" are held 
by QUAN DOI NHAN DAN to be a "timely and violent blow" to the 
allies "at the moment when they are committing a massive 
invasion in southern Laos." The editorial also claims that. 
these "victories" in the Chup and Snoul areas "testify to a 
further enhancement" of the Cambodian forces' "capacity for 
fighting big battles." 


HANOI WARNS OF ACTION AGAINST DRVs THUY ALSO SEES THREAT TO PRC 


During the past two weeks, Hanoi elite and routine propaganda 
surrounding the operation in Laos has repeatedly warned of further 
U.S. "escalation," including new "military adventures" against 
the DRV. Such warnings were included in the 5 February DRV 
Foreign Ministry statement, in the DRV Government statement of 
the 10th, and in the statements at the Paris talks. But new 
dimensions were added to these warnings by DRV delegate Xuan Thuy 
at the Paris session on the 18th when he also referred to the 
PRC's security interests. According.to the VNA account, he said 
that the President's remarks at his press conference on the 17th. 
"showed that the United States is leaving the door open for 
further acts of aggression against North Vietnam." Judging from 
the VNA account, PRG Foreign Minister Mme. Binh did not mention 
the President's press conference remark that "the U.S. evil 
design to prepare for a new military adventure against the DRV" 
is shown by. such actions as the incursion into Laos and the 
stepped-up bombing of "many places” in North Vietnam from 13 to 
16 February. 


VNA does not acknowledge Thuy's specific reference to Ky's and 
Thieu's.remarks on an invasion of the North, but the account says 


Thuy pointed out that "one cannot but come to the conclusion.that 
the United States will again stage the comedy of letting its 
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agents take action while giving only ‘concurrence and support.'" 


Hanol reacted unusually promptly to the President's press 
conference--with a radio commentary at 0430 GMT on the 18th-- 
but referred only vaguely to the President's "insolent 
arguments and threats against the North." However, Liberation 
Radio comment broadcast a half hour later charged that the 
President "threatened to bomb North Vietnam and added that he 
approved of the plan to use the Saigon puppet army in a new 
military adventure against North Vietnam." Earlier Hanoi 
broadcasts on the l2th, 13th, and l4th, however, had cited 
remarks by both Ky and Thieu as evidence of planned aggression 
against the North. 


THREAT TO PRC Xuan Thuy's raising of the question of PRC 
security in the fashion that he did is 
unprecedented. The VNA account reports him as saying: "The 


current large-scale U.S. operation in Laos, together with the 
concentration of big ground forces close to the 17th parallel, 
repeated air raids between Vinh Linh and Nghe An in recent days, 
and the increased number of aircraft carriers in the Tonkin 
Gulf, are threatening the DRV and also t’ie People's Republic 

of China. All this threatens to expand the war to new regions." 


While Thuy's remark may be in part a response to the PRC Government 
statement which linked Chinese security to military developments 
in Indochina, it is notably different from propaganda in the 1965 
period when DRV medjia, in responding to PRC statements, merely 
used the Chinese formula "aggression against Vietnam is aggression 
against China."* Moreover, Thuy's remark goes beyond the PRC 
Government statement in describing the threat to China: The 
Chinese statement had said only that the incursion in Laos is 

a "grave menace to China." But Thuy lists the whole series of 
the U.S. "threatening" moves against the DRV. It also seems 
unlikely, if Hanoi were simply responding to the Chinese stave— 
ment, that it would have waited six days. Thuy's remark seams 


* Hanoi propaganda during 1965 for the most part merely echoed 
the Chinese stand. But a unique July 1965 article by DRV 

Gen. Nguyen Van Vinh not only advanced the idea of a threat to 
China but said.the PRC would become directly involved in case 
of an invasion of the.DRV. The article maintained that U.S. 
use of nuclear weapons would provoke a response in kind from 
North Vietnam's "socialist neighbors.” 
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notable not only for being the first North Vietamese reference 
to China's security interests but for its timing in the wake of 
the President's reiteration of U.S. assurances that there is no 
threat to China. 


DRV VIGILANCE Hanoi warnings of possible new adventurous acts 
have been accompenied by calls for vigilance 

reminiscent of those following the November massive U.S. air strikes 

against the DRV and the prisoner-rescue attempt at Son Tay. A 

QUAN DOI NHAN DAN editorial of the 13th, broadcast in excerpts by 

Hanoi radio's domestic service, prefaces a call for a step-up.. 

in militury tasks with a catalog of U.B. "provocations"~-ineluding 

the "Laos adventure," the consistcut "sabotage" of the North, .and 

the training of "U.S.-puppet paratroops, marines, commandos, and 

scouts for new military actions." 


The editorial expresses resolve to "organize our firepower network" 
to destroy U.S. aircraft and commando ships and to "root.out.in 
time, encircle, and annihilate . . . clandestinely-infiltrated spy 
and commando groups before they carry out their evil actions." It 
warns that if "the Americane and their. lackeys carry out.the 

insane scheme of invading the North," the people of the DRV will 
develop "the invincible power of people's war and annihilate" all 
enemy troops. It also says "we are accelerating the task of . 
maintaining security and order with a determination to prevent 
reactionary elements from engaging in disruptive activities." 


A flurry of items in DRV media from the 7th to the 14th. reported 
the combat-readiness of military forces in the North, mainly in . 


the three southern prcvinces of Quang Binh, Ha Tinh, and Nghe 
An and in the Vinh Linh area. 
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DRV SPOKESMAN PROTESTS U.S« STRIKES AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM 


Honol continues its routine protests ngalnot U.S. strikes Ln 
the northern part of the DMZ with DRV Foreign Ministry 
spokesman's gtatements--currently one on Ll February and 
a yecond on the 16th. Alleged attucks by U.S. ships, 
aircraft, ond artillery against "the seuconst of Quang 
Binh Province and the northern part otf’ the DMZ" ure 
protested by the spokesmun on 11 February. ‘The protest 
charges that "between the night of 10 February and the 
dawn of ll February" U.S. ships violated DRV territorial 
waters ond "fired at fishing bouts of the populution 
along the seacoast of Quang Binh Province, killing and 
wounding a number of civilians." It further charges 

that U.S. aircraft uncluding B-52s bombed Iluong Lap 
village ond used artillery fire from the southern side 
of the DMZ against Vinh Son and Vinh Giong villages, also 
on the 10th. Echoing other recent protests, this one 
stresses that "these villages are north of the 17th 
naral*el in the DMz." 


A second foreign ministry spokesman's protest, on the 16th,* 
scores the United States for "sending aircraft to bomb and 
strafe Quang Binh and Nghe An provinces and the northern 
part of the DMZ." The statement says that from 13 to 16 
February consecutively, U.S. aircraft "bombed and strafed 

a@ number of areas in Quang Binh and Nghe An provinces" and 
also Huong Lap village. Both protests "strongly denounced 
and sternly condemned these acts of war" by the United 
States and "firmly" demanded an end to all encroachments 
upon DRV sovereignty and security. 


Hanoi radic on 18 February announces that the people and 
armed forces of Nghe An Province downed an unmanned U.S. 
reconnaissance plane--the first such claim since 

6 December--bringing Hanoi's tutal of U.S. planes 

downed tu 3,372. 


* The charges in this protest probably correspond with the 
announcement by the U.S. Command in Saigon on the 17th of 
strikes in the DRV for three consecutive days. The strikes 
were said to be against antiaircraft missile sites and for 
"protective reaction" reasons. 
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PEKING: INCURSION INTO LAOS “A GRAVE MENACE TO CHINA” 


GOVERNMENT The PRC Gevernment, statement. on the Ieth-=peyyed 
STATEMENT {to gtatements fosued by Sthanouk Jointly with the 

DPV President and with the Pathet biota Prince 
souphanouvong afler Sihanouk 'a recent trip to Werth Vietnan--for 
the first time fn recent years links Chinn's becurity to military 
developments In Indochinna.*® Clatming that “ues, Imperftal bem! 
oggrengion against Laos ts also on grave menace to Chinas" the 
wtatement warns that "the Chisese people aboolutely wlll not re- 
main indifferent to it!" The & February foreign ministry statement 
had called the incursion fnto Lnos "s grave provoention" not. only 
ngninot the Indochinese peoples but slso aginst the Chinese and 
people of the whole world=-n formulation also used in the PRC 
Government statement of hh May 1970 protesting the fncurston {nto 
Combodin. But prior to the 12 February statement, Peking had not 
directly expressed concern over on thrent to the PRCty securlty 
from the flehting in Indochina, 


The statement does not, however, indicate u change in Peking's 
response to Indocninese developments. It pledges in standard 
terms that the Chincee provide "ua powerful backing" as a rear 
area and that they will "take all effective mensures to give 
all-out support and assistance" to the Indochinese peoples, 
Expressing confidence that the three peoples of Indochina will 

be able to cope with the situation, the stnatement claims that 

the latest meetings of their leaders will further mobilize the 
Indochinese peoples to "persevere in the protracted war of resis- 
tance." 


A iu February PEOPLE'S DAILY cditorinl following up the government 
statement addresses itself to Washington's denial that the Laos 
operation poses a threat to China. "The new war venture of U.S. 
imperialism in Laos definitely poses u grave threat to China," 
according to the editorial, which odds a warning that the Chinese 
"will never allow U.S. imperialism to expand at will the war in 
Lacs and the whole of Indochina." This elaboration on the ques- 


* “In 1965, when the Chinese expressed concern that the Vietnam 
conflict might escalate into another Koreo-type war, PRC state- 
ments declared that aggression against the DRV "means aggression 
against China” and warned that the war might spread to China. At 
that time Peking publicly offered to send volunteers to fight along~ 
side the Vietnamese. This approach, with its more interventionist 
overtones, was abandoued i1 favor of an emphasis on self-reliant pro- 
tracted warfare, though as late as 22 July 1966 Liu Shao-chi issued 
a stavement saying aggression against Vietnam is aggression against 
China and threatening "joint blows" by the Vietnamese and the Chinese 
against the United States. 
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Ghon of the PRC's security inberoat suggests that Peking’! a cure 
rent renetion may be deaigned both to underncare ftp common 
Intereata with the Tndochinese and te signal fia concern over 
ahoexpanedon of the current operations in dan that might thresten 
the PRC's borders, * 


Rallies beginning in Peking on the Tith and apreading to other 
major chltles lave dramathzed the Chinese pledge to net oan the 

rear base for the Tndochinese. A recurrent refrain, {ilrat nound.- 
ed by Td Helenenien ston dot February banquet for the DRV economic 
delegation, expresses Chinese determination to "eulfitl our 
Internationalist duty on befitting the Breast oronr aren in support 
of the great front oof the santa, struge)e," 
ralites have teen queted as pledging varioun forms of “concrete 
action” in prodoetion to support the Jndechinese, Thus, atoa 

1) February ratly in Kuneine, eapital of Yunnan Prevines bordepe 
ing Laon, dt owas proudly announced that the dnidy vodume of carge 
handled by the Kunming railway administration workers over the 
preceding few days exceeded that an Isauary and that the workers 
expresacd their determination “Lo work at il) harder and by deeds 
gupport the three peoples of Indochina in fighting to the end." 
Similarly, a Kunming radio report on rallies in countien bordere 
Ing Laos and Vietnam quoted peasants as pledging to reap "a preat 
bumper harvest" in agriculture as cenerete section in support. of 
the Indochinese.  Atypieslly, the pessants were quoted as claiming 
that neeression against the Indechinese countries "de ageresndon 
agninet ous." This formulataon has alse been heard inn Ranking 
broadcast, but ait has not been used in the central media. Ag NCNA 
‘rallies did net inelude this 


cpenkeorn st the 


account Of the same Yunnan counties 
formulation. 


The impression that Peking expects the actual fighting to be lert 
to the Indochinese in reinforced by a statement at on Peking rally 
by a former participant an the Korean War expressing confidence 
tunt the three Indcochinese peoples will sls -elike the Chinese in 
Korene-be nble ts: defeat the United Gtintes. There has been no 
sugeestion that Peking needed to offer more than political nnd 
materinl backing ato present. 


* It is worthy of nite that on PRC Fereten Ministry statement on 
Laos on 06 March 1970 contained a warning that "the Chinese reople 
absolutely will not sit idly by while U.S. amperialism acts wrnton- 
ly in Laos." This threat, which appeared in Chinese statements 

on Vietnam in 1965, had not been raised in Feking's statements in 
recent years and has not been repeated since. 
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allies had been held Following the 14 December logo prc partys 
Rcvernment atatement supporting Hanoi ta partyegovernment appeal of 
threes days earlier, Hallies on nv Arander aenlemmoffictally terned 
Unprecedented by Perings-were held to ace sag Mao'a CO May 1970 
etatement calling for worldwide append ion to the United States 
following the tneursed om tnt s Cambodia, 


PLAP AMNIVERSARY Peking has daereed the loth anniveragry of 

the undfycation of the PAF in the unual 
fashion, taclhuding a meneaee From Lin Pia, a PRE Be fennae Minis tay 
reefing on 14 Februsry andi fidn peeoptheoon on the Vath, anda 
reception given by the PRG ssbasosdar, faints mernengve, taking note 
of the “inrgeerenle invasion” os haces, reoatinely pledges that the 
Poa will give “slleout aupport™” Lo the Vietnamene and other Indo- 
cChineac peoplern and “will definitely not sallow the U5, sgerensora 
feorun amuck in the area f Indochina," THe mennage maker no mone 
tion of China's aecurity. 


Routine pledges of Chinere Bupport,. without any direct reference to 
the PRC's security interests «ere aise conveyed at the defense 
miniatry meeting and the ambarandor's reception by two Politburo 
mombera whoo are PLA deputy chiefa of ctafe. hj Teo-peng, apoaking 
on the Lath, called the expansion cf the ear “a erave proveention" 
ARAins* notoonly the Ind chigese «. untries but alse the pecple of 
China and the world as a Whoie. Wa Faehaien on the buth arsured 

the Indechinese peoples that whatever diff _dcultien You may cneocunter 
the Chinese people and the PLA will "eo all cut to aupport and aasiat 


¢ 


i) 


you. 


In the only reference to the Puc's security in comment on the annie 
Vereary, & LIRERATION ARMY DALLY editorial en the loth echees the 
fovernment otatement's charge that recent. developmenta in Indochina 
pone a oerave menace to China. The editerial follown atandard lines 
in offering rear area aupporto ly the PRC, 


ha 


NUCLEAR he PRC ts off;cinl statements on recent deve lop- 
WEAPONS menta in Indochinneethe bo and & Fobrunry foreign 


mintetry statements and the lo February govern- 
ment statemente-tiave failed ts broach the question of a possible U.S. 
use Of nuclear weapons, an vidently sensitive subject which figured 
in the stopping of presses to enlarge the 4 February PEOPLE'S DAILY 
Commentator article.® The pubject has been raised on the editorial 
level for the first tine in the LIRERATION ARMY DAILY's 15 February 
editorial markine the PLAF uni Fecaution anniversary. Like the Commen- 
vator article, the editorial sites the foreign press as snying the 


* See the TRENDS Supplementary Article of 20 February 1970, “PRC 


Discusses Possible U.S. Use of Nuclear Weapons." 
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United Gtates in contemplating the une of muiclear vWenpond in 
Indochina and warns thatouge of these weapons would provake 
“revolutionary aterm” of protest tn the United States and elar- 
Where, The editorial wan not disseminated Internationally by 
NCWA, though it has been brendenat, by Radio Peking tn foreten 
beama, ineluding in Vietnamese and tn Bngliah to North Amerien, 


In addition te other comment on the mubjeet for domentic cone 
sumption, WCWA's fnternathonal service lina dianeminated reports 
from variour foreden sources claiming that the United Staten fa 
threatening to use nuclear arms in tndochina, NGNA on the lhth 
quoted a disaident UL. roldfern'! paper in the Philippines aa 
having diselosed Tart October that the United States in atoring 
nuclear weapons in the Philippines for use dn Indochina. 


PRC CONCLUDES “SUPPLEMENTARY” ALD AGREEMENT WITH DRV 


An agreement on "supplementary" economic and military aid from 

the PRO to the DRV in lO7] was siened on 14 February. This ts 

the secoad Known instance in which a aupplementary ngreament was 
arranged in addition to the annual aecords, the first time being 
the nereement atened on ob May 1970 in the wake of the incuraion 
into Cambodia. The most recent annual aceord was aigned on 

( October 1a70, As Gf to underseore Pekineg's policy of providing 
incret sed reay aren baoking dn order for the Nerth Vietnnmeae and 
thefe allies te hold thelr own in the dong run, CATR announcement. 
enol Februnry notes that the agreement de nfmed at incrennting the 
economic and defence strength of the Vietnamene in their “protracte 
ed" war neninst the United Stateceethe quoted adjective having 

been added to ogimblar wording ino last Oetecber'ta announcement, 


At aol? February banquet welcoming the DRY economic delegation, 
hended by Le Thank Nehi, Lb Hedenenien praised the Vietnamere for 
having “devised a series of stratery and tacties" in “protracted 
flehting." As fa much of Feking's recent comment, Lio not only 
took note of the Ciehting in southern Lacs and eastern Cambodia 
but niso warned that the United States "is plotting a surprise 
attack” on the DRY. Except for saying that China and the three 
countries of Indochina are close neighbors, he avoided any men- 
tion of the PRC's security in offering rear areca support to the 
Indochinese. 
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Le Thanh ght, having cited Poking 's "stern warnings on severnl 
veenatone’ recently regarding U.S. tntenntfienation of the war fin 
Indochina, held up the supplementary afd agreement as being of 
very mportant atgntfteance" and "a heavy blow" at U.S. “war 
achemen," adding that the new ald eonatituted "a Brent encournge= 


mont to tie army and civilians in the southern and northern partn 
of Vietnam." 


SOVIET MEDIA CONTINUE TO REFLECT CAUTION ON EVENTS IN LAOS 


Moscow etill has not. made any formal protest of the allied action 
{n Laos. The first substantial Moncow press comment relating to 
the Soviet role in the 1962 Geneva accords on Laos sinee the 
launching of the allied operntion on 8 February did not come 
until the 17th, in a PRAVDA article by Mayevaekiy. Commenting 

on a report from Kyoto that the Japanese Covernment intends to 
urge Britain and the Soviet Union, as cochalrmen of the 1962 
conference, to try and restore pence in Laon, Mayevokly, ag 
reported by TASS, rejected any possible Japanese mediation role 
vecause of Tokyo's "support" for U.S. Indochina policy. 


The sovict news ngen¢ enrried a brief sumnnary of the le? February 
Polish aide-incmoire® —© events in Laos, but ignored the operative 
seccton of the memoranuumcalling on the Genevo conference 

cochsirmen to use their {influence to check "U.S. war escalation 

in Indochina.” Moscow hag yet to ucknowlcdge Prince Souphanouvong's 
reported request on le February that the Geneva Conference cochair- 
men stop "aggressive" operntions of U.S. and Saigon forces in Laos. 


* The text of the Polish memorandum, published in the Warsav 
press and transmitted in VNA's service channel from Moscow to 
Hanol on the l2@th, says that Polnnd as o signatory of the 1962 
Geneva agrcement on Laos and an ICC member "has never spared 

any effort to contribute to the protection of Laos... by 
secking peaceful solutions.” Polish media are not known to 

have publicized such efforts. On 14 July 1970 PAP did briefly 
report that the chief Polish ICC delegate conferred with DRV 
leaders, but there was no acknowledgment of Western reports that 
month that the Polish Ambassador to Laos conferred with the King 
and Souvanna Phouma and then with tne Polish ICC representative 
in Hanoi and that the ICC passed a resolution to encourage 
efforts for a negotiated settlement among the parties in Laos. 
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The Mayevnkly article, ofter taking note of the Kyolo report, 
uatd tant "the nupposed peaceful inftintive by Tokyo has 

an evident flaw, for il seems that they In Tokyo would Like to 
mislead the public by ostentatious 'pencenbleneny't; but 
peocenblenesn is Judged by deeds, but not by words." In this 
context Mayevukly went cn to sny that "Japanese ruling circles 
actually supported the UU... armed intervention {n Cambodin and 
Laon," have put their ‘ages at the disponnl of the United 
Otaten, and have expanved aid to Gatigeon, 


Other Moscow comment hns sought to fan Auinn opposition to the 
Laotian move by stressing broad imvlientlons the allied action 
may have for all Antan staten. IZVESTIYA's politienl commentator 
Kudryavisey on the Lith eited the “{nvastona" of Laoe and 
Cambodia ngs parto of o wider U.S. strategy "Lo atrengthen U.S. 
domination in Asta through the use of Asians." In the light of 
these actions, he said, "Lt fs not hard to see the meaning of 
the plans to divide the Indochina states and turn thelr southern 
parts into a U.S. springboard in Southeast Asia." Warning 
“tndependent Asian countries" not to presume that the int. re 
ventions in Cambodin ond Laos are mereiy linked to Vietnam, 
Kudryavtsev concluded that "these actions represent the utmost 
threat against the independence and sovereignty of all Astan 
states." Kudryavisev made no reference to China or any other 
specific country in this context. 


An article by Dmitriy Yolskiy in NEw TIMES, ag reviewed by Radio 
Moscow on the llth, pressed the same theme in charging that "J.S. 
ruling circles are hatching plans for the division of the entire 
Indochina peninsula according to the Kerenn model." Volskiy said 
it {s clear that "the United States plang to transform wide 
arens not only of South Vietnam and Cambodia, but also of Laos, 
into their own neocolorialist preserve." A lengthy discussion 
of Indochina during the Moscow's domestic service commentators’ 
roundtable on the lbth concluded that "the Americans want to cut 
the whole of Indochina into two parts and to stifle the national 
liberation movement part by part.” In this context, one of the 
participants remarked that "there has been nothing like it in the 
history of the Indochinese war." 


Soviet media now also point to the possibility of new "provocations" 
ageinst the DRV. IZVESTIYA on the 13th carried a Hanoi-datelined 
dispatch by Vasilyev and Rusakov citing DRV press charges that "in 
concentrating large armed forces in the direct proximity of the 


17th parallel and by systemutically expanding the aggressive actions 
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directly nagatnot the DRV, the American Imperletiste are creating a 
direct threat agniust the DRV's security and are heating up the 
situation in Southenut Asin even more." 


Radio Moscow's military affatrs commentator Leontyev on the llth, 
alvo playing the theme that the United States to trying to cut 
Indochinn in half, said another "alm" {n to “selze the northern 
half of the peninsula as well--the DRV and northern Laos." 
Leontyev also intersjJected a reference to talk of usuing nuclear 
weaponyu.” After noting Viec President Ky's remarks on the 
povsibility of invading the DRV, he said: “'t must be noted in 
rarticulor thnt im cbe U.S. capital another variant is alsc 
discussed even more frequently--the utilization of tactjcal nuclear 
weapons in Indochina {f the current escalation does not bring 
Washington desired results." 


THE PRESIDENT'S A highly selective 18 February TASS report 

cSS CONFERENCE on President Nixon's press conference of the 

lfth said his "replies confirmed that the 

U.S. Government wag indeed the organizer of the armed intrusion 
in neutral Leos, which represents a new aggressive act of the 
United States in Indochina." TASS quoted the President as 
stating: "I do not intend to place any limitations of the use 
of American air power in that area." But it made no mention of 
Mr. Nixon's reported remark excluding the use of tactical nuclear 
weopons in Indochina. 


TASS said the President also "made direct threats ogainst o 
sovereign state, the DRV, . . . and thus openly demonstrated to 
the world the U.S. Government's desire to force its imperialist 
plans on the Vietnamese people by force of arms." TASS did not 

(et eee elaborate on these "threats" and ignored the President's replies 

Ths to questions speculating on a possible incursion of South Vietnamese 
forces into the DRV. The account also ignored the President's 

i reported statement that the United States would make no more 

ne concessions at Paris, as well as his assurances to Communist China 
that the present operations there present no threat to the PRC. 


® Routine-level Moscow comment has sporadically raised the 
possibility of use of nvslear weapons in the context of Indochina. 
r For example, an article in NEW TIMES No. 24, 17 June 1970, 
epeculated that General Westmoreland was the initiator of the 
Cambodian incursion and went on to describe him as belonging.to 
the same "atomuniac general tribe as General MacArthur, who vanted 
to carry the Korean war into China and use nuclear weapons." The 
: article went on to recall that Richard Nixon was amcng the senators 
who supported MacArthur's plans. 
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BROADCASTS In contrast to the Goviet newnpapers! avoldauce of 
TO CHINA comment on the implienatlons the Lnobtian tneurnaton 

might have for China, Moncow's broadcasts in 
Chinese continue to depict the allled actéton as a threat to the 
PKC. A broadenst to China on the Lith, for CXiuple, stated 
that "the escalation of the aggresston in Indochina Lo a 
serious threat to the Chinene people." The broadeaut ndded 
that although "Washington 'guernntees’ that the invanion of 
Lnoy will in no way make Peking unensy and that China La under 
no threat, the raging flameu of the war are spreading 
increaulngly close to the borders of Chinn." 


"Peking leaders, however," the brondenst concluded, "“otill 
stica to thelr previous stand nnd have stubbornly refused 

to Join in concerted netion of the unified anti-imperialjst 
forces." Another broadcast to China on the llth satd pointndly 
that the United Stutes hay expanded the war "right next to 
China" and quoted Vice President Ky to the effect that "we 

will not only attack the bases in Luos, but also will attack 

a part of the buses in North Vietnam." 
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SOUPHANOUVONG ASKS GENEVA COCHAIRMEN TO STOP AGGRESSION 


In a 12 February messuge Souphunouvong nppenled to the Geneva 
Conference cochairmen nd the other conference members "to 
take effective measures and utrong actlons to make the U.S. 
and tts henchmen stop Immedintely their aggresslve operation." 
This appent way otmtlar in substance to the recent meosuges 

of 2h January and 1 and 2 February to the Geneva Conference 
cochatrmen from Phoumt Vongvichit, the NLHS secretary generol, 
who normally signe the protests. Souphanouvong noted with 
regret that the British Government "hus acted in contravention 
of itn position" by volcing approval of and encouragement sor 
the {nvaglon. 


Souphanouvong's comment on the British position echoed an 

11 February Pathet Lao news agency release reacting to the 
reported 8 February press conference remark by ao British 
Foreign Office snokesman thut the British Government viewed 
the South Vietnamese action in Laoy as "fully understandable." 
Contending that this confirmed the British Government's "stand 
of tailing after the United States in the Lao problem," the 
news agency asserted that "the odlous attitude” of the British 
Government "is another stain on its position of a cochairman 
of the 1961 and 1962 Geneva Conferences on Laos." 


PATHE T LAO Souphanouvong's 16 February apperl to his 
STATEMENTS countrymen to "inflict on the enemy the heaviest 
blows” and to turn southern Laos "into a grave-~ 
yard for U.S. and satellite troops" is the latest in the 
continuing barrage of Pathet Lao propaganda responding to 
allied operations in Laos. While the brunt of Souphanouvong's 
attack was reserved for the "U.S. imperialists" for their 
"new and extremely serious step of war escalation against our 
country," he also claimed that "the Vientiane administration" 
had reaffirmed "its nature of a stooge of the United States" 
by its "feigned regret" at the invasion and its circulation 
of "many falsehoods to conceal the U.S. veritable aggression 
in Laos." 


The peace efforts of the Lao Patriotic Front, said Souphanouvong, 
have been answered by the launching of "a massive attack against 
our country." And he appealed to the soldi«rs in the Vientiane 
army to refuse to serve as "cannonfodder" for the United States 
and to "turn your guns against the U.S. aggressors and the 
Satellite troops and return to the people." 
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Reacting to the Laotian Government communique declaring a 
state of emergency effective 12 February, the Pathet Lao 
released on "authorized" news agency statement on the 16th 
"flatly refuting" the "deceltful communique," and declaring 
that by issuing it "the Vientiane administration has more 
clearly revealed itself os a tool of the U.S. imperialists." 
Denouncing the communique for "slandering the DRV ii: an attempt 
to cover up the bvezen U.S. aggression," the statement asserts 
that "the extremist ruling circles in Vientiane" will use the 
state of emergency "as a pretext for intensified persecution 
and renression of the population in the areas temporarily 
controiled by them." 


A 17 February NLHS Central Committee statement, released by 
the Pathet Lao news agency on the 18th, denounces "the Thai 
reactioncry administration for sending additional troops to 
invade Laos." It specifically charges the Nixon Administra- 
tion with instructing the Thai Government on 16 February 

"to send to the Sam Thong-Long Cheng area two more Thai 
battalions" and claims that "many other Thai units" have 
been mustered at the Lao-Thailand border "ready to invade 
Laos when ordered." 
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SIHANOUK JOINT STATEMENTS WITH DRV, PATHET LAO RELEASED 


Sihanouk's 26 January-9 February visit to Hanoi, first publicized. 
on its final day,* was capped by a Joirt statement signed by 
Sihanouk and DRV President Ton Duc Thang, dated 8 February and 
carried by VNA and NCNA on the lOth. On the 11th and 12th, 

Hanol, Peking, and the Pathet Lao released a joint statement 

from Sihanouk and NLHS Chairman Prince Souphanouvong, dated the 
9th, which reveals that the two leaders met that dey at "a 
certain place in the frontier region of Leos." 


Both statements note that Sihanouk had talks with his counter- 
parts "on problems concerning the joint struggle against U.S. 
aggression," adding that the talks were held in an atmosphere 
of "militant solidarity, fraternal friendship, and complete 
mutual trust" and that "complete identity of views" was. reached. 
Both statements review charges of expanded U.S. aggression in. the 
Indochinese countries, and both praise the victories and the 
unity and solidarity of the three Indochinese peoples since the 
Indochinese people's si.mmit conference of April 1970. The 
statement with the DRV emphasizes the unity theme, referring to 
the solidarity of "the 50 million Indochinese people." 


In documenting claims. of gains by the "patriots" in Indochina, 
the statements allege that the Cambodian "liberated zone” 
embraces. seven-tenths of the territory and six-tenths of the 
population of the country. (The PLAF Command's year-end review 
of achievements, broadcast on 2 January, had claimed for the... 
first time that the Cambodian "patriots" controlled seven-tenths 
of the territory.and four million people. The previous claim 
had been two-thirds of the land and three million people.) ‘The 
statement with the Pathet Lao adds that the "liberated.zone" of . 
Laos hes become "a continuous stretch of land covering two-thirds 
of Laos' territory and haif her population." 


FUNK/RGNU A joint FUNK/RGNU statement denouncing intensified 
PROTEST U.S. intervention in Indochina. dated 7 February, 

was belatedly reported by NCNA on the leth, after 
Sihanouk's return to Peking. It recalls the 20 January FUNK/RGNU 
statement protesting U.S. involvement in Cambodia and comments 
that it is now Laos' turn to be the object of expanded U.S. 


* See the FBIS TRENDS of 10 February, page 17. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040007 -4 
Be ee a Ne ee ET, ORR 8 ee Ree 


Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040007-4 


CONFIDENTIAL FBIS TRENDS 
18 FEBRUARY 1971 


er eee 


aggression. Warning that it is "always possible" that the Nixon 
Administration may "expand its war of aggression into all 
countries" and "commit crimes against other peoples which. aid. . 
the Indochinese countries and peoples," the statement says this 
would be a signal of "an all-round war in Southeast Asia, if 

not one of a new world war." 


PLAF ANNIVERSARY: NFLSV, DRV PLEDGE STRUGGLE UNTIL VICTORY 


FRONT COMMENT The 10th anniversary of the unification of the 

South Vietnamese People's Liberation Armed 
Forces, on 15 February, was celebrated at a "grand meeting" in 
a "liberated area" on the 13th, according to Front media. “he 
meeting was attended by PRG President Huynh Tan Phat, who 
delivered opening remarks, and by PLAF Deputy Commander Mme. 
Nguyen Thi Dinh, who gave the main address. The same speakers 
addressed the anniversary meeting last year, but PLAF Commander 
Tran Nam Trung spoke at the meeting in 1969. 


As she did in her speech last year, Mme. Dinh hailed "victories" 
achieved in the past, citing landmark engagements of the PLAF. 
She went on this time, however, to defend the decision to launch 
the 1968 Tet offensive as "absolutely correct and extremely 
clever and creative" and to observe gratuitously that the 
decision had been taken by the NFLSV Central Committee in. late 
1967. The speech included a conventional expression of . 
confidence in the PLAF's line and a claim that the PLAF's 
"victories" have "step by step shaken the U.S. imperialists! will 
to aggression" and that "we are advancing toward completely. 
smashing their aggressive design." She added: "We have 

brought the resistance . . . nearer than ever to final victory, 
and certainly we will win total victory." 


Mme. Dinh also commented on the PLAF anniversary in an article 
first broadcast by Liberation Radio on the 5th and later 
carried by VNA and LPA and published in the Hanoi press on the 
13th. The article discussed lessons to be derived from the 
PLAF's experiences, among other things stressing the importance 
of understanding and developing the military art and methods 
of fighting. It claimed that the PLAl had helped defeat 
Vietnamization by developing "their offensive art" in response 
to "concrete changes in the enemy's operation means and 
maneuvers on the front" and to the requirements of the war. 
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The nartiele alvo pointed up the Importance of building the PLAF 
while fighting and chooulug methods of Cighting which woula allow 
an increase in strength following a battle or campaign. Mme. Dinh 
maintained that men ond materials must be saved during battles 

and that between battles the forces should be built up and trained. 
Her restatement of thie conservative policy line endorsed the 
conventional communist Line of recent years, as oppposed to the 
view expressed in an unusual article last December attributed 

to PLAF Commander Tran Nom Trung.* ‘Trung's article dwelt on the 
role of "big units" to a degree unprecedented in the past two 
yeors and developed an argument for expanding their role in the 
war. Other anniversary propaganda, like Mme. Dinh's statements, 
hews to the conventional line ond in no way echoes Trung. 


HANOI The DRV marked the PLAF anniversary with leaders' messages, 
editorial comment, and a meeting on 12 February attended 
by Ucfense Minister Vo Nguyen Ciap. Opening remarks at the meeting 
were made by VWP Central Committee member Hoang Quoc Viet, and the 
main speeches were delivered by acting head of the PRG representa- 
tion Nguyen Phu Soai and North Vietnamese Central Committee member 
Col. Gen. Chu Van Tan. Last year Chu Van Tan was the highest- 
level DRV representative at the anniversary meeting. 


The PRG sper.cer, Nguyen Phu Soai, routinely claimed that the. PLAF 
is becoming) mor powerful and more victurious as it fights. It 
has "moved from annihilating puppet troops through small-scele 
combat to coordinating large-scale, medium-scale, and small-scale 
combat," he said, and has defeated U.S. strategies and tactics, 
"punished" seasoned units, and "confused and panicked the enemy." 
He maintained that "the PLAF will certainly overcome all hardships 
and fulfill the glorious, historic mission" entrusted to it. 


Chu Van Tan promised that "directing our attention toward the. 
kith-and-kin South, we pledge to our southern compatriots and 
comrades that, although having to undergo more sacrifices and 
hardships, the North resolves to endeavor to provide reinforcements 
to the frontline, to make its greatest contribution to the 
anti-U.S. national salvation undertaking, to actively emulate 

in socialist building, to strengthen its economic and national 
defense potentials, and to increasingly consolidate the northern 
rear in all aspects in order to fulfill the duty of the great rear 
toward the greet front." 


* The Tran Nam Trung article is discussei in a Supplementary Article 
in the TRENDS of 30 Necember i970, pages S 1-3. 
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Ton Lue Thang's message on the anniversary praised the PLAF and 
expressed confidence in final victory, und Giap's message 
promised: "We are resolved to stand shoulder to shoulder to 
fight, together with the people throughout the country, in order 
to completely defeat the U.S. aggressors ond their flunkeys, so 
as to bring the North and South under the same roof ogain." 

Last yeer Giap had reiterated the more general pledge that the 
army in the North would, together with ‘he people, fulfill its 
obligation os the rear for the frontline. 
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MIDDLE EAST 


MOSCOW APPLAUDS UAR “INITIATIVE,” DEPLORES ISRAELI STANCE 


In na moderate volume of comment on Middle East developments, 
Moscow hati the “concrete and constrnetive™ UAR proposal on 
reopentng the Gues Canal. tn the only Soviet comment thus far 
a ailable on anseOadat's interview tn the pp Februnry NEWOWERK , 
n forelen-language commentary on the 1th ainglen out some of 
the UAR Prenident's pledges in responne toon question on na 
potable pence treaty-en pasange tharply truneatod in Catro'a 
veryfon of the interview, 


There fo no Goviet-ortyinated comment on Ambagnador Jarring's 
inftintive in addressing memorandums to the "AK and Israel, 
submitted on 8 Februnry, but Moscow tnkeg nove of Catro'y 
favorable response and Tel Aviv's unfavorable reaction, 
Soviet media have not been heard to mention Assistant 
Secretary of State Siscots Lh February CBG interview, in 
wnich he remarked that Jarring ls free to take as much 
ae initlative as he wishes; necordingly, Moscow has also ignored 
& UAK Foreign Ministry official's remark, reported by Calro 
on the 15th, that Sisco's Interview is being studted carefully 
; because of its "positive factors." President Nixon's renarkg 
- on the Middle East at his 17 February press conference are not 
mentioned in ‘TASS' 18 February account of the preas conference. 


JARRING'S While Moscow has expressed no views of {ts own 
INITIATIVE on Ambassador Jorring's initiative, a commentary 
in Arabic on 16 February reported U Thant as 
stating that Jarring was carrying out his task in accordance 
with outhorizition in the November 1967 Security Council 
resolution. The broadcast explained that U Thant made the 
Statement because Israel and the United States wore secking 
to "distort the nature and significance" of Jorring's 
mediation, while the Arub countries were trying "in oa 
practical and positive way to consolidate" Jarring's 
task. And TASS on the 17th noted French approval of 
Jarring's actions. 


: Moscow complains of Israel's "obstructive" stand as 

. displayed both in its "cold reception" of Cairo's 

“peaceful initiative" and in its reaction to the Jarring 
memorandum. TASS on 15 February quoted UPI as saying 
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Telboaviv had turned down the memorandum on the protext that 
Jarring ie “a llegediy too aeftoonty ae on mediater,” not oan an 
arbitrator enpowered to make proponals. On the Pith, PAGS 
efted (aire press reports which pictured Dayan as favoring 
rejection of the memorandum and Bban ac advocating that tt 
Afmply be disreearded. A brief Moscow doneatfie nepyfee i om 
en the Vath interprets Ebantes statement, in the Knesset, the 
previourt day as ao rejection of Jarring's propoand "about, 
eondditiona for a peaceful settlement" snd declares that. 
Terael ie continuing to torpeds the UAR's peace initintive 
and fo impede the warring mission, 


TACG on the Vth had attributed te ihe Cairo AL-AHHAM ‘he 

view that Jarring's proposals are in strict conformity with 
Resolution elo. On the 17th TASS reported from New York 

that the WAR, in its reply to darring, saad Catro is "rendy 

to guarantees the overetenty of Tnrsel" on condition that 

both sides reeoeniae and observe the preeS June 1667 frontiern. 
A TAGS dispatch from Cairne the same dav said the Egyptian 
reply reaffirmed that the UAR's neceptance of Resolution phe 
tent fies ite readiness to fully eeomply with the provicdoens 

of the resolution, 


AS=SADAT TAG briefly reported as\Gnadat's NEWOWEER interview 

INTERVIEW en lS February some sax hours before Catro released 
Me own edited verricn of the UAK President's remarks 

as they sppear in the 2? February dseue of the magazine. Baned on 

the HEWGWEER verocion and datelined Mew York, TASS" report quoted 

aseondat ag oonyone that the UAK initantive envisnges reopening 

the Gues Cann) for free navigation of all foreign ships, Including 

furnaeli, on the condition that Ternel implement all its obligations 

under Hesolution S40. (WEWGOWEFK cays that aseondat, asked if the 

Heyptian proposal ancludes free pancnge for Isrnelt chips , 

replied: "Yer, we have agreed to this in our memorandum to 

Ambassador Jnarring. Free passage yes clearly spelled out." In 

the Cairo version, as-Sadat merely says “freedom of navigation 

is clearly mentioned in the Geeurity Council resolution," and 

the Cafro version adds--regarding Israe) te obliga’ ions under 

Resolution Oho--that Tel Aviv must live up to its “commitments 

regarding the rights of the Palestinian people.") 


A second brief TASS repert of the interview the next day, 
bearing a Cairo duteline und citing the MIDDLE EACT NEWS 
AGENCY, may have been issued in part to tnke account of 
another Cairo emendation on the matter of "Palestinian 
rights." Thus TASS mentioned a remark by as-Sadat contained 
in the Cairo version «f the interview, but not in NEWSWEEK 's, 
that there must be an overall settlement for all territories 
occupled in 1967, not Just Sinai, and that such a settlement 
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‘ The recon TAC aeeount adao hicked up other polhte that nad 
not been reported fn the firat mano, ennontially contained tn 
both the HEWSWEEK and Catreo versione Of the interview. Tt 
reported aneondat's definition of “partind withdraws)" Crom 
Cue. AD Meaning avacidtien beyond sleArieh on the oinnd 

; Peninaulas and if noted hia Pledges that ones thin takers 
place, the WAR Will guarantees freedom of faternational 
navie¢eation Chrough the Tiran otratty, will not object. to 
the stationing of an finternat.donal obrerver force at Sharm 

. ashechaykh, and will prolong the cease-fire agroement. 


Repeating these points, a Tecppi fore igenelangunge comment ary 
on the 7th also publicises bart of aseGadat's reply to the 
quection of what the UAR would be prepared to put inion 
heace treaty. The fairly extensive pasenge appears in the 
HEWOWEEK version bul is cut down to only two sentences tn 
Calrafe. Without noting that arecndat was asked about on 
peace treaty, Tsoppi reports the UAR Pres{dent. an saying 
that if Tornel withdraws from the territories in accordance 
with the Gecurity Council resolution, the inviolnbility and 
political independence of all states in the area, including 
Israel, will be guaranteed, nnd “we colemnly pledge this,” 
Tooppi also taken note of sa-Sadnat's pledge on freedom of 
navigation, remarking that the UAR gays that ships of all 
3 countries, including Israel, will be able to navignte 
freely through the Sues Cann] and the Tiran Strait. He 
does not mention an-Sndat ls concluding condition that for 
all of thin to tnke Place, there must be a Just solution 
to the Palestinian problem. (In Catro'y version, as-Sadat 
replied to the question on a peace trenty by saying only 
that the Security Counctl resolution is clear and complete 
a and that the Palestinian people's rights are the core of 
the problem.) 


| 
bse 
vig. > 


Tsoppl praises as-Sndaat's Statements in the interview as 
representing a conerete program for a political settlement 
and adds thut the UAK President did not overlook any of 
the essential aspects of the Middle Fast crisis. An 
examination of the UAK position, Tsoppi says, leads to 

‘ the conclusion that reestablishment of peace ts "entirely 
feasible"; Israel and the United States must understand, 
he adds, that they cannot indefinitely thwart a political 
settlement. 
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Cer ae 
BELYAYEYV In a9 Februsry domertie service commentary, PRAVDA's 
COMMENT Nelyayey took Tarael to task for urging pener before 


the wittdrawal and border questionna are solved, 
Bolysyeyv argued that peace will emeree in the procean of 
normalization of relations, when ft would be possible "not. 
Just to gtate tut to insure" the right of each country in the 
Middle Enact, including Israel, to peace, fndependent extstence, 
and Lerritorial inteerity. Charging Tarnel with using Closure 
Of the cues Canal as on means of putting pressure on the UAR and 
with neeking for {tcelf the right to use international waterways 
In the aren, Helynyev satd the UAR "Long ago" stated ita 
readiness to allow passage of Lerneli ships through the Tran 
Strait. and the Sues Canal, provided Israel firnt withdraws 
ita troops from all oceupted Arab lands and svlves the 
Polestinian refugee problem on a Just basis. Elsewhere in 
the article, citing elements of Resolution 2h?, he commented 
that "It will be possible to do a lot for the solution of the 
complex problem" of the Palestinian refugees If all clauses 
of the revolution are implemented in good faith, 


Arguing for adoption of the UAR suggestion regarding reopening 

of the canal as a first atep toward implementation of Resolution 
eke, Belynyey complained of Mrs. Meir's "refusal to consider it 
seriously." He claimed that Israel's ambitions are supported 

by continuing U.S. military aid, and he stressed that there is 
nomilitniy solution for the Middle Enst crisis--"only a political 
solution." 


Following Belyayev's relatively mild criticism of Israel, Moscow 
domestic cervice commentator Ryzhikov on the lOth, deploring 
Israel's unwillingness to give a positive answer to the UAR, 
noted that "there were quite a few" in the committee which 

drew up the Israeli reply "who favored a positive answer" to 

the Egyptian proposal. Both Belyayev und Ryzhikov underlined 
the losses sustained by many countries due to the canal closure. 
And Rychikoveereferring to demands raised by the Persian Gulf 
members of the Organ:zation of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) in the recent Teheran negotiations with the oil companies—- 
offered the additional argument that the opening of the canal 
would elso benefit those Western oil companies having no tanker 
fleets of their own. Funds available te the oil companies from 
reduced transport costs after the opening of Suez, he said, 
would enable them te satisfy the demands of the oil-exporting 
countries and still maintain their own profits at roughly the 
present level. 
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ARMS CONTROL ; 


KOSYGIN HAILS SEABED TREATY. URGES SALT AGREEMENT ' 


Premier Kosygin, spenking at the ll Februnry signing in Mooscow 
of the seabed arms control treaty, characterized ennelugion of 
the treaty no "n positive nct in international affatrs" and 
"the first major utep niong the road of full demtittarlzation 
of the senbed." Keynoting themes echoed in Moscow's moderate 
volume of propnganda® surrounding the treaty aigning ceremonics, 
Kosygin viewed the senbed trenty ay one of several, steps In 
"the persistent struggle agninst the arma race" and specifienlly 
‘ alluded to the strategic arms limitation talks (SALT): “As 
stated more than once before, we would welcome an agreement 
in the field of limiting strategic armaments." 


Immediately following this reference to SALT, Kosygin stressed 
. that concluding international arms control agreements is "not 
an easy job," and he noted that "there were trot dirficulties 
: and divergencics in the positions of the parties" to the seabed 
negotintions. But "experience shows," he said, that "a road 
to the reaching of aon understonding can be found," and the 
Soviet Government "will stint no effort to find solutions to 
presoing problems connected with an end to the arms race and 
with disarmament." He also observed that experience demonstrates 
‘ that "it {5 much more difficult to check the arms race where 
it 1o already underway than to prevent its development in new 
environments." 


CENTRAL PRESS Soviet central press comment on the treaty's 
ON SEABED TREATY sign'ficance stressed particularly Kosygin's 
points that it is but one step in a necessary 
series of arms control measures and that abstacles to agreement can 
be overcome if there is good will and realism on both sides. TASS 
commentator Kornilov on 1.0 February, calling the treaty "a 
. milestcne on the road to general ond complete disarmament," said 


* Propaganda surrounding the seabed treaty signing accounted 

> for about nine percent of Moscow's total radio propaganda last 
week. This volume is slightly larger than the seven percent 
devoted to the 1 July 1968 signing of the nuclear nonproliferation 
treaty and the six percent generated by the 27 January 1967 Signing 
of the treaty banning nuclear weapons from earth orbits and outer 
space, 
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that the world hopes that tt "will be followed by other stepa 
to Clad effective ways for limitation of the scope of the arma 
race," and he deelared that the agreement "clearly shows that: 
acting Jointly in the in crenata of disarmament the staten ean 
overcome any obstacles." Gimtlarly, a 13 Februnry PRAVDA 
editorial, reported by TASS and on Moscow radio's domestic 

and internat tonal bronadenata, affirmed that "agreemento can 
be reached ££ the necensary rentinm t+ dinpinyed in the 
appronch to solving problems concerning the interests of 

peace and security of all states." 


Both the PRAVDA editorial and a lp? February LZVESTLIYA article 
stressed that the USSR will continue to work for arms control 
mensures, including specifisally "Liquidation of foreign 
military bases on other peoples! territories,” the creation 
of nuclear-free gones, the ending of underground nuclear 
tests, and the banning of nuclear, chemical, and bacterlological 
weapons. Both uatd that the Soviet Union "would welcome an 
agreement on strategic armaments limitation." ‘The IZVESTIYA 
article also mae the point that "radical measures tn 
disarmament, upettfienlly nuclear disarmament, can be 
achieved only if all the nuclear powers tuke part in them." 


SALT In the wake of the 3 Februnry PRAVDA article on SALT 

and IZVESTIYA's 6 February dispatch from Washington 
criticizing U.S. delegation head Gerard Smith,* a 10 February 
LITERARY GAGETTE article by NOVOSTI polltical commentator 
Gerasimov implied that the United States {s two-fneed with 
reupect to the on-going SALT negotintions; charnacterintically, 
the blume is placed on the influence of the military-industrial 
complex on Washington. Taking a poke nt "the Western press" 
for conducting "a broad and open discussion" about SALT 
although the talks ure supposed to be "of a closed nature," 
Gerasimov disclaimed any intention of discussing "what 
constitutes the terms of reference" of the U.S. and Soviet 
delegations, preferring to examine the Western press comment 
on the talks. 


Stressing the importance of the "self-evident principle of 
the identical security of the sides and the nonadmission of 
one-sided advantages," Gerasimov contended that while 
"officially the United States is for the talks and for an 


* See the TRENDS of 10 February, pages 22-24, for a discussion 
of these departures from past Soviet propaganda practice on SALT. 
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ngreement,” in fact "the opponents of an negreement frequently 
prevall there." He elted an number of acts of the Nixon 
AdministratbLon--the further development of the Gafeguard ABM 
nystem, a return to the "from na position of strength" policy, 
aquest for strategic supremacy, and the "resurrection of the 
threat of planning for a first atrike--in on effert to show 
that the alm of the military-industrial complex ts “to use the 
tniks in order to Justify the army race." He gatd that 
recommendations by U.S. press organs and of "ichalns about 
"holding the talks ‘from a position of utrength'" were 
"cleerly {ntended to ruin them." He concluded with the 
pro-forma statement that the Soviet Union would "weleome 

a reavonable ugreement in the fleld of Strategic arms 
limitation,” emphasizing that "reasonnble" means on agreement 
"which {9 not one-sided" and which "would mect the interests 
of all peoples." 
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POLAND-USSR 


PRICE ROLLBACK FOLLOWS TALKS WITH STRIKERS; SOVIET AID CITED 


Concern nubout the mood of the populace was registered in the 
Glerek regime's 15 Februnry announcement of its decision to 
revoke the 13 December food price Lnereases only hours after 
Premier Jaroszewies and other lenders had returned from talks 
with the striking textile workers in Lodz, Poland's second 
largest city. In prior statements the regime hod insisted that 
It wau cconomically unfeusible to cancel the price rises. Now, 
announcing the party-government deciston in a radio/TV speech 
on the evening ¢f whe 15th, Jaroszewlcz said the move had proved 
possible “throus;h utilisation of fraternal aid granted by the 
Sovict Union" end in the light of prospects for increased pig 
and cattle production. Annulment of the December decision, he 
sald, would be effective 1 March. 


Jaroszewicz prefaced the announcement with disccuraging remarks 
on the prospects for wage increases, indicating that the regime 
has been fighting a rearguard action on that issue as well. 
Echoing remarks he had made to the Lodz strikers on the llth, he 
told the nationwide audience that "a further increase of the 
wage fund and social allowances .. . would not be possible now 
because this would lead to an unbalancing of the market and the 
economy." Jaroszewicz said the "daring step" of annulling the 
price increases must be compensated for by increased production 
efforts, and he called again for “calm and order and discipiine.' 
Appeals for discipline had pervaded regime statements during 
much of January but had largely disappeared from the propaganda 
during and following the visit by Gierek and Jaroszewicz to the 
coastal cities of Szczecin and Gdansk on 24-25 January. 


' 


WARSAW COMMENT The factor of Soviet aid was highlighted in 
ON SOVIET ROLE a TRYBUNA LUDU commentery on the price 
rollback, reviewed by P.\P on 17 February. 
The party daily said "the fraternal assistance of the Soviet 
Union, which has given us a hand at the most difficult moments,” 
had made the price decision possible; “Poland has got a credit." 
It went on to say that "this provides an answer to the question 
which many of us were putting: was it possible to take this 
decision earlier?" and to answer "No, it was not." 
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An unattributed commentary {tn the Warsaw domestic serviee enrly 
on the L6th wau more explic!t in stating that the price roll- 
back had been considered "fur a long time" and was planned for 
"a later time," but that "Lt was poustble to speed Lt up by the 
earlier completion of the talks with the Yoviet Union, which 
understood the difficult economle situation of our country and 


gave us ald by granting us long-term eredity." This commentary 
noted candidly that "Poland hns not had any economic reserves 
und continues to have none." It is "no seerct,” the brondcant 


added, "that productivity In Poland is one of the lowest among 
the European socialist countrles"~-25 percent lower than that of 
the GDR and USSR and nearly 50 percent lower than that of "the 
developed Western countries." Both commentaries echoed the call 
for "discipline." 


TREATMENT IN TASS on the 16th omitted the reference to Sovict 
SOVIET MEDIA aid in an otherwise fairly full report of 

Jaroszewicz' radio/TV speech. But a 15 February 
TASS report of the Politburo/Council of Ministers Presidium 
meeting at which the price decision was taken did mention "the 
credit assistance obtained from the Soviet Union in recent days." 
The report of the meeting also noted that further wage increases 
were judged impossible. 


Soviet media had carried extensive coverage of the 6-7 February 
eighth plenum of the PZPR Central Committee, which further 
downgraded Gomulka and other leaders, reviewed the causes of 
the December riots, and spelled out the new economic program. 

A fairly lengthy TASS report of Gierek's plenum report of the 
7th, carried after a three-day delay in PRAVDA and IZVESTIYA, 
included most of the PZPR First Secretary's main points, with 
the notable exception of his enumeration of the totals of those 
killed and wounded in the coastal disturbances. There has been 
no monitored Soviet repert of the 11-15 February strike of 
textile workers in Lodz. 


LODZ STRIKE PAP on the 17th reported a dispatch from Lodz 
SITUATION in +hat day's government daily, ZYCIE WARSZAWY, 
stressing the "particular appreciation" for 
the price decision on the part of the Lodz textile workers-- 
predominantly women--whose "family budgets were seriously 
affected by the December food price rises." The dispatch 
contained the first claim in official media that the Lodz 
strikers had gone back to work. It said that on Monday, the 
15th, the strikers discussed the speeches made to them the 
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previous day by Premier Jaronzewlez, trade union head Kruczek, 
and other leaders and that "in un overwhelming majority of 
fncetories Lb was renlized that the time for discussion was over 
and it was high time to get down to honest work." 


Z2YCIE WARGZAWY reported that "at midnight on Monday" the 
machines at the Marchlewski factory resumed operaticn and that 
on Tucsday morning “intense work wos going on in oll the 
departments" of thnt factory, with a similar situation 
prevailing "{n other Lodz works." But it noted that "a few 
groups" in the Obroncow Pokoju works were still staying away 
from work on Tuesday afternoon. It pointed out that "their 
postulates are being considered by special commissions," 
adding that "these postulates cannot and should not cause 
work stoppages." 


Although Western news sources reported that the Lodz strike 
began on the llth, the Warsaw radio'e report of the arrival of 
Jaroszewilez, Kruczek, Szydlak, and Tejchma in that city on the 
14th said only that they were there for "a discussion of the 
current situation of the workers in the textils enterprises in 
Lodz." On the morning of the 15th PAP carried the first indica- 
tion in Warsaw media that a strike was under way, reporting that 
the visiting leaders' meeting with the workers was "in connection 
with work stoppages that had occurred in several factories" in 
Lodz. The PAP resort said Jaroszewicz admonished the Lodz 
workers: "Do not allow anybody to infringe upon and to weaken 
the link between the new party leadership and the working people, 
which is now growing stronger," and "do not allow anybody to 
disturb political and economic life, to weaken social discipline." 


The Lodz strike has produced new political casualties. PAP 
reported late on the 16th that a meeting of the Lodz PZPR 
committee that day had "accepted the resignation of Jozef 
Spychalski from the position of first secretary" of that body 
and "recalled" two party committee secretaries from their posts. 
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USSR INTERNAL AFFAIRS 


: SHELEST FOE APPOINTED UKRAINIAN AGRICULTURE MINISTER 


fee On 4 February RADYANSKA UKRAINA announced the appointment of 

P. L. Pogrebnyuk as Ukrainian agriculture minister, succeeding 

P. Ye. Doroshenko, who is retiring on pension at 63. ‘The 

a uppointment of Pogrebnyak, longtime Dnepropetrovsk agricultural 

Superviser and apparent protege of Ukrainian Premier V. V. 

Shcherbltskiy, appears to mark a defeat for Ukrainian First 

Secretary Shelest in a long struggle with the rival Dnepropetrovsk 

group over this post. ‘This appointment follows on the heels of 

othcr apparent personnel setbacks for Shelest, such as the 

naming of Dnepropetrovsk city first secretary A. A. Ulanov as 

a Ukrainian cadre chief in the fall of 1970 and the July 1970 

ah appointment of outsider V. V. Fedorchuk to replace longtime 

ee KGB chief V. F. Nikitchenko, ana it suggests that Shelest's 
power in the Ukraine is under challenge. 


Pogrebnyak was deputy chairman of the Dnepropetrovsk oblast 
executive committee from at least mid-1966 until 1970, working 
under Dnepropetrovsk First Secretary A. F. Vatchenko and 
probably under Vatcherko's predecessor, present Ukrainian 
Premier Shcherbitskiy, and supervising the Dnepropetrovsk 
oblast agricultural administration. He was appointed 
Ukrainian first deputy agriculture minister in October 1970 
shortly after Shelest had sharply criticized the Dnepropetrovsk 
ov agricultural leaders at the July 1970 Ukrainian Central 
an Committee plenum. 


The conflict over the post of agriculture minister appears to 
date back to the revelations of disastrous agricultural 
failures in early 1970. A 31 March 1970 Ukrainian Central 
Committee plenum heard Shcherbitskiy report on the "serious 
shortcomings" in livestock raising (RADYANSKA UKRAINA, 1 April). 
Speakers at the plenum delivered "sharp criticism" of republic 
agricultural organs and their leadership methods, and the 
agriculture ministry officials were singled out for showing 
"little initiative and persistence" in tackling agricultural 
tasks. Significantly, these criticisms were published in 
RURAL LIFE on 3 April but not in the Ukrainian press. At the 
end of the plenum Chernigov First Secretary N. M. Borisenko 
was elected Central Committee agriculture secretary. After 
the plenum a new head of the Central Committee agriculture 
section was named (former deputy head V. I. Fedan--first 
identified on 13 May 1970). 
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Agriculture Minister Doroshenko also appeared slated for removal, 
as indicated by his failure to be reelected to the Supreme Soviet 
in early June 1970. But Poroshenko's removal appears to have 
been delayed by a struggle over the naming of his successor. The 
Dnepropetrovsk group, headed by Premier Shcherbitskiy and oblast 
First Secretary Vatchenko, was presumably advancing Dnepropetrovsk 
deputy executive committee chairman Pogrebnyak. At the same time, 
they were successfully advancing Ulanov as a candidate to succeed 
Central Committee cadres chief V. M. Tsybulko, who was removed in 
April; Ulanov's appointment was made public in October--as was 
Pogrebnyak's appointment as first deputy agriculture minister. 


Pogrebnyak's appointment was apparently delayed by revelations 

of shortcomings in his leadership of Dnepropetrovsk agriculture. 
RADYANSKA UKRAINA on 30 June carried an article attacking short— 
comings in farms in Dnepropetrovsk's Nikopol rayon and criticizing 
Dnepropetrovsk oblast agricultural administration chief M. I, 
Pistunov, Pogrebnyak's subordinate, for downplaying the short- 
comings. On 14 August RADYANSKA UKRAINA reported Dnepropetrovsk's 
response: in a noncommittal reply oblast agriculture secretary 

M. J’. Ivakhnenko said in e’ect only that the obkom and agricultural 
administration had discussed the article. 


The 30 June article served, nonetheless, as a basis for a sharp 
attack on the Dnepropetrovsk leadership by Shelest at the July 
Ukrainian Central Committee plenum. Describing the sorry record 
of Nikopol rayon farms, Shelest singled out the oblast leadership 
("Can one call this effective, skilled and demanding leadership?") 
and described the agricultural situation in Dnepropetrovsk as 
"political failure in work" (RADYANSKA UKRAINA, 25 July--see 

FBIS TRENDS for 5 August 1970, pp 34-35). In reaction to Shelest's 
eriticism, the Dnepropetrovsk agricultural administration was 
duly criticized at a Dnepropetrovsk obkom plenum (RADYANSKA 
UKRAINA, 30 July). 


But despite Shelest's attack, Pogrebnyak soon was advanced-- 
although not to the rank of minister. He was first identified 
as a deputy minister on 23 October and then as first deputy 
minister on 30 October (RADYANSKA UKRAINA). Hs predecessor, 
M. V. Kuzmenko, was last identified as first ie puty minister 
on 11 September (PRAVDA UKRAINY). Pogrebnyak's appointment 
as first deputy minister was clearly a compromise: Now, only 

- three months later, he has replaced Doroshenko as minister, 
apparently over Shelest's opposition. 
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RUSSIAN NAMED AS SECOND SECRETARY OF ESTONIAN PARTY 


An important Moscow cadre official has been named second 
secretary of the Estonian party organization. On 12 rebruary 
PRAVDA an 2unced the election of K. V. Lebedev, head of a 
Sector o. che Central Committee's party organizational work 
section, as Estoniun second secretary, Lebedev replaces 

A. P. Vader, who is transferred to the post of chairman of 
the Estonian Supreme Soviet Presidium. 


Although Lebedev is of Russian nationality, he is no stranger 
to Estonian affairs. As head of the cadre section's sector 
for the Baltic and Belorussia, he has supervised Estonian 
activities for the past 10 years, regularly visiting the 
Baltic republics and often serving on the working presidium: 
of their party congresses. 


Apart from its encroachment on Estonian First Secretary Kebin's 
close-knit Estonian group, Lebedev's appointment may affect 
Estonian nationality sensitivities. Unlike Latvia and 
Lithuania, which have had a steady stream of Russian second 
secretaries except for as brief period immediately after 
Stalin's death, Estoria hes not had a Russian second 
secretary since 1953. Estonian national pride may well 

be ruffled by the sudden change in this situation. No 
recent revelation of shortcomings would account for the 
change; @ change might more logically have occurred when, 

in January 1967, the CPSU Central Committee censured Estonia 
for serious mistakes In cadre work, but at that time no shift 
in the Estonian leadership resulted. 


The 10-11 February Estonian reshuffle does not otherwise appear 

to have weakened Kebin. In addition to Vader's demotion, secretary 
L. N. Lentsman was demoted to trade union chairman and trade union 
chairman P, P, Neyerot was demoted to deputy chairman of the 
people's control committee (SOVETSKAYA ESTONIYA, 11 February). 
Lentsman has long been in decline, however; he was demoted from 
second secretary to ideology secretary in January 1964 to make 
room for Vader. V. I. Vyalyas, who as Tallin first secretary 

has worked closely with Kebin for the last 10 years, was 

promoted to Central Committee secretary. 
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MOSCOW THEATER REPERTOIRES CLEANED UP i’ CPSU CONGRESS 


, 


In preparation for the 2kth party congresn scheduled to convene 
on 30 March, Moscow authorities are purging Moscow theaters and 
movle houses of ideologically unsultable productions. This w 
made cleur by a 6 February MOSKOVSKAYA PRAVDA article by 

A. K. Melnichenko, the Moscow executive committee's new deputy 
chairman for cultural affairs. He reported that the executive 
committee hus adopted a decision "On Measures to Prepare the 

City for Holding the 2hth CPSU Congress in Moscow" and that 

"the main attention is now belng devoted to improving the 
repertoire of theaters, movie houses, and concert organizations." 


"The current repertoire is being freed of outmoded and 
ideologically and artistically imperfect productions," 
Melnichenko declared, and "the main place in the repertoire... 
will be occupied by plays and concert progrems reflecting 

the revolutionary trunsformation in the lifre of the Soviet 
people and telling of our contemporaries." Melnichenko also 
said that "patriotic plays of past years are being revived" 
while dramatists and composers are being helped to create 
suitable new works. 


At a 2 February meeting of the Moscow executive committee on 
the progress of preparations for the congress, city cultural 
administration chief B.V. Pokarzhevskiy and film administration 
chief T.A. Lomasova criticized the tardiness of Moscow theaters 
in revising their March-April repertoire to include more works 
"about the labor victories of the Sovict people" (MOSKOVSKAYA 
PRAVDA, 3 February). Also in preparation for the congress, a 
special public review commission has been viewing films 
currently playing in Moscow movie houses. ‘The commizsion met 

on 4 February to discuss its findings with Melnichenko and 
other Moscow cultural officials and propose "measures to 
eliminate shortcomings in the work of movie houses" 
(MOSKOVSKAYA PRAVDA, 5 February). 


ECONOMIST REVIVES CONTROVERSIAL AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 


Proposals for radical reforms in Soviet agricultural institutions 
and practices continue to be circulated publicly even though they 
Clearly lack official sanction. For example, an article in the 
initial 1971 issue of ECONOMIC SERIES, a relatively new publication 
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OF the WGK Academy of Geiencern, openly advocates the intro« 

duction of ngrtenitvenhl free marketing onion limited senile and ‘ 
the creation of a cystem of kolkhos undone to manage the 

kotkhow sector, decpite the fact that such proposals have 

been either publicly repudiated ato the highest levele in recent : 
years oor officially shelved atter lengthy deliberation. The 

recurreyce Of guch proposals attests to the faternaetabd] ity of 

the aegetoultural peoblem and the regime's unwillingneca, or 

invbllity, Co tmpone atriet conformity in this sector of public 

diseunedon,. 


The artiele in quectfon ae entitled "Problems of Managing 
Fotkhos Produetion™ and as authored by Yu. Tf. Krannopoyas, an 
infrequent contributor to economic Journals. It foruses on 
ways and means of otrengthening the administratdve and 
economic vinbility of the kolkhos system in Benere]l and 
individunld farms in particular. 


While paying lip service to the principles of centralized 
planning, Krasnopoyas revives n number of proposals on 
ugriculturnl free marketing that were first ratsed after 
Khrushchev's ouster by economist V.G. Venzher and others and 
were later repudiated by such authoritative regime spokesmen 

as Politburo member D.G. Polyanskiy and Brezhnev's nericultural 
acsivtaunt V.A. Golikov. He proposes, first, that central 
procurement of agricultural products be restrleted solely to 
those items needed for the supply of large industrial centers, 
‘vreign trade, and other general state requirements. The 
remaining needs of society, he argues, could be met by a 
"substuntiul" expansion of decencvmalized purchases of food- 

i stuffs in the form of contractual agreements between individual 
is farms, on the one hand, and stute and cooperative agencies, on 
the other. Such ugreements, he goes on, would be reached 
"under conditions (including prices) which would be advantageous 
both to kolkhozes and enterprises and organizations and, in the 
final analysis, society us u whole.” 


Krasnopoyas ulso proposes that the procurement quotas Levied on 
7 individual farms be limited to only two or three products on 
‘ which the farms are specializing. He charges that the current 
practice of levying procurement quotas of "up to 20 and more" 

. products pe: farm restricts local initiative and "transforms 
planning into operational management." These proposals run 
directly coanter to the prevailing trends in agricultural 
bureaucratization. Last year, for example, the machinery of 
state procurement was appreciably strengthened by the creation 
of new inspectorates for the supervision of farm procurement. 
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Krasnopoyan aiao revives the fasue of kolkhos untona which the 
regime eventundly shelved tn 1969 after years of aertmontous 
debate. Aftor briefly mentioning the kolkhos councila created 
in that year and noting their “consultative” nature, he calls 
for the creation of a ayatem of kolkhos untonna capable of 
exeredi sing effective control over the kolkhos sector and 

acting asonan dntermedt{ary between farms and utate ngenctens, 

Tn support of this proposal, be points to the lack of coordinn« 
tion among the numeroun interkolkhos asnectationa that have 
sprouted in the countryside in recent yearn. And he foes on 

to argue that the "concentration of certain manngerial functions" 
in kolkhos untona is necessary for the effective implementation 
of tagks currently beyond the capability of individual farms, 
While conceding that the creation of such uniona ts a "lengthy, 
complex process," he appeals for support. to party and government 
officinis in areas where kolkhoses are the predominant form of 
agricultural organization. 


This appeal is clearly natmed at mobilising, support outside the 
central agricultural bureaucracy--histortenily the main bulwark 
of opposition to the reform. Judging from the utrengthened 
position of the agricultural burenucracy in recent years, 
however, it would appear doubtful that thia appeal will be 

mny more successful than [ts forerunners. 
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PRC TNTERNAL AFFATRS 


CADRE RECTIFICATION CAMPAIGN PERSISTS, WITH PLA INVOLVED 


Itighlighted by an artiele in RED FLAG (No. @, 1971), the campalen 
Porecstdfteation for medium and higher-lovel cadyves cantinnen to 
aaneime primary diinportance dn the meetin. An tndtented in several 
pres. uely released articles, one important target of the eampaign 
ta the nprogange displayed by some PLA endres who have been 
fulfalling clvaliaan Minsttonsa. While the articles do not seem 

too oprepaye so return to cultural revolution purges, they make {t 
Plagn that even PLA eadres are subject to error and must undergo 
re tibisat honeenot merely crithetan from fellow soldiers but trom 
theo mascve and chvtlian cadres ne well. This action may indicate 
that the GLA personnel who have assumed almost universal leadership 
incunats from the county level on up are now being "eivilianiszed," 
by being ade subject te nonmilitary discipline. 


The RED FLAG article, written by the revolutionary committee of 
the Ancshing area in Anhwei and broadcast by Hofet radio on 

10 February, does not directly state that the PLA is the primary 
toreet. It does, however, note that "some leading comrade3" 
have been "obsessed with the idea that they had won victoricus=- 
military victories during the war and new victories during the 
wrest cultural revolution." Such cadres were charged with 
feelings of superiority vis-a-vis other members of the leading 
eroups and arrogance in their relations with them--clearly an 
indivtment of some PLA leaders. 


PLA failings were openly noted also, in the context of the general 
rectification movement, by a Narking broadcast on 2 February 
telling of lessons learned in recent study classes run by the 
Kinngsu Military District. Cadres were warned that no matter 
whet their past experience, if they did not understand the 

nature of the class struggle, they were likely to fall into the 
e:rsor of arrogance. 


In struggling against "arrogance," the regime is certainly not 
sniping only at the PLA, but in view of army dominance of major 
posts some of the criticism must attach itself to PLA leaders. 
Most ur:icles do not single out any sroup of cadres as most in 
need c! rectification, and some of those that do concentrate 
their uttention on new cadres. A Shansi broadcast on 2 February, 
for example, noted that some new cadres had become “arrogant 

and complacent" and that measures for their education must be 
pert of the daily agenda of party organs. 
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There seems hele some oppostidan toe the notbon that lenders 

munt oaceephomars oritfedam., AO Pebhmuaary CUIK PANG DATLY 

editoring} secured some endres of the callacy that “we have 
7 rencon fo be arrogant. Warnings Co eadres that they face a 
puree should they not quiekly reform are dafrequent, but odin 
shantung, site of serious lenderchip: aquibbling for several) 
yeare, the provincial radio on 2 February firmly warned 
Pactfonalists that they must “rein din thete horses oon the brink 
of the preedpfee 


AGRICULTURE As dn past ideologteal campatyne, the Injunetlons 
AN TSSUL Ghat cadres must properly digest Mao's Thought 
nre seldom tled to specific problem arens. There 
are coutinulne olenn, however, that. ngrfoculvaral policy is an 
iesue leading to current discusston, and perhapna dissenoton, 
mong endres. A LANCHOW DATLY editorial of 2 February seemed 
to be responding to these who are arguing that overmuch 
attention is belng paid to grain, to the detriment of other 
crops. The editorial mide the customary gesture in favor of 
emphoactsing grain, but went on to attack the opposing 
tendency of "Ignoring a diversified economy." The tendency 
townrd "one-sidedness" must be overcome, the editorial warned, 
and dt stated chat nericulture, forestry, and Livestock 
breeding are interdependent nnd "none can be dispensed with." 


A Hunan brondeast and HUNAN DALLY editorial on 10 February also 
Warned of dangers on the agricultural front from cadres who 

: misunderstand their assignments and go further in carrying out 1 
policies than the leadership intends. During both the leap- 
forward period and the cultural revolution, serious problems were 
apparently caused by local leaders who felt that they were 
riding the correct wave by going further than the center indicated 
in confiscating private plots and redistributing income. The 
Hunan editorial opposed the notion that "so long as the orienta- 
tion is correct, don't worry about going a bit too far." Cadres 
who "carry out their own extremely harmful policy, .. . always 
thinking that they themselves are in the right," were warned 
that if they do not correct t* nselves they will "take a great 
fall." 


The agricultural policy put forward for Hunan, in line with 
central pronouncements during the past couple of years, is 
relatively moderate: egulitarianism in wages is wrong, private 
plots and sideline occupations are permitted within strict rules, 
peasant incomes are to be increased, and the team is to remain 

«the basic unit of production and cannot be forced to distribute 
income on a brigade basis. 
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